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Transcript
Take your Bibles, please, and turn to Ephesians chapter 5. One can be overly simplistic to say there's one thing we really need more than anything else. Sometimes I get tired of people saying that because there are obviously many things we need. But I guess if there is a subject in the Christian life that we could say there is one thing we all need and we can't do without, it's the filling. of the Holy Spirit of God. You cannot live your Christian life without being controlled by the Holy Spirit. The trouble is too many people are trying and making a mess of things. Ephesians chapter 5, beginning at verse 15 to verse 21, is the passage that tells us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the LORD is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit. speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the God, even the Father, and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Join me in a moment of prayer. Father, we pray that in these few moments together that you would speak to our hearts about the filling, the control of the Holy Spirit, how foolish we are to think that we can live our lives apart from His direction and His guidance. And Father, I would pray that for both young and old alike tonight, we may learn, and some of us relearn, that we cannot operate we cannot live as you want us to live without the control of the Holy Spirit of God speak to our hearts we pray for Jesus name amen You will notice that the context of this passage begins really with a command to walk. And it says in verse 15 to be careful how you walk. King James says walk circumspectly. Even the Living Bible knew what it meant when it said be careful how you act. The Greek word akrobos is a mathematical term, meaning accurately. And the way we walk accurately as believers, the way we live our lives, is with the filling of the Holy Spirit, directed, controlled by God's Spirit. And even in the context of Ephesians, it's all centered around the concept of walking. From chapter 1 to 3, he dealt with the nature of the body of Christ. What believers are, that we're one in Christ. We are indwelt by the very presence of God and His Holy Spirit. Then beginning with chapter 4, 1 to the end of the book, he tells us how we ought to live our lives. And in chapter 4, he says to walk worthy of the calling that you've received. In chapter 4, verse 17, he says, Walk no longer as the Gentiles also walk, as unbelievers walk. In chapter 5, verse 2, he says, Walk in love, as Christ also loved you. In chapter 5, verse 8, he says to walk as children of light. And then finally, in verse 15, to walk accurately, circumspectly, carefully. And the only way we can do that is by the filling of the Holy Spirit. Let's begin by looking at some of the reasons behind this need for a Spirit-filled life. According to verses 15 to 17, there are two reasons why you and I need to be controlled by the Holy Spirit of God. One deals with the condition of all things. According to the Bible, the days are evil and we've got a lot of problems. It tells us to not be unwise, to make the most of our time, literally buy up the opportunities, because they may soon pass. What you think is lying ahead may be today and not tomorrow. Make the most of your time. Why? Because the days are evil. I think sometimes we misread society. Sometimes as students graduating from high school and/or college, we think with glowing terms of what we're going to do and what is going to be our lot in society and what we face. Yet God says we need wisdom to walk in a sinful society. The things are not what we think they are. The days are evil. When He says, Make the most of your time, it's simply the Greek word indicating a season. The opportunity that's facing you is now, not tomorrow. It's what you're doing now it's where you stand now be you parent or student or just adult visiting here tonight or young person wherever you are in life what is real is now you don't know that you're going to have tomorrow James 4 says what is your life it's even as a vapor that appears for a little time and soon vanishes away How do you know you have tomorrow? You only have right now. And the issue is, are you filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit right now? Not something you're going to do in the future, but now. The days are evil. We can't play games. We haven't got time to mess around. The world needs Christ. We live in a sinful society, and we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. There's a second reason why we need to be filled, and that's our commitment to the will of God. 17 he says, Don't be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. We say so glibly, I want to be committed to God's will. I want to do God's will. But God's will in this context is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. When he said to understand the will of God, he wasn't indicating that we're ignorant, therefore we need a little knowledge. The word is indicating more application. It's the word knowledge plus application, a word that in Greek, when you put it together, indicates how you are doing with what you know. And the point is that you and I cannot live the way God wants us to live with the knowledge that we have received unless we are controlled by the Holy Spirit of God. understand what the will of the Lord is. Do you understand that God Almighty who made you, knows everything about you, and has allowed you to live to this moment? God Almighty knows what is best for you. His will for your life is what is most important. And in order to know that will in your life, to apply it in your life, which is the meaning of understanding, you must be controlled by the Holy Spirit of God. There's no substitution for it. education, ability, talent, all that you may have that you think is so tremendous and can be used mightily of God. Yet if that is not under the control and filling of the Holy Spirit, you will be like 1 Corinthians 13 records, sounding brass and tinkling cymbal, or a loud noise that hurts our ears, but you will not affect people's lives. We need to be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. In verse 18, we notice there's a relationship of drunkenness to the Spirit-filled life. The illustration of being drunk, I'm not encouraging you all to go out and participate in this illustration tonight, but some of you, I'm sure, have experienced in the past what it is to be drunk. And the Bible says, Do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Holy Spirit. There's a definite relationship The matter of drunkenness as it compares with being filled by the Spirit. There are three things I'd point out to you about that. One, it's a warning against letting other things control your life. He says, Don't be drunk with wine. That is dissipation. Some of us use this only as an illustration and forget the opening command. The command is that there are things in life, like alcohol, that can damage and destroy us and control us for wrong purposes. Yes, this passage is a warning to believers against letting other things control your life. It might be material possessions or a job or a career. It might be in your personal popularity or fame. There are many, many things that can control a person's life and destroy them. But here is a warning. Don't be drunk. That's dissipation. It's not honoring to God. Don't be drunk. It's a warning. But of course, it's also an illustration. An illustration of what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit. You will find two other references in the Word of God to this matter. One is in Luke 1:15. It was said of John the Baptist, that he will not drink strong drink or wine, but he would be filled with the Holy Spirit. Once again, being drunk with wine is compared to being filled with the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost, in Acts chapter 2, verse 4, it says, They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. And in verse 13, the crowd said, These men are full of new wine. Peter said, That's impossible. It's but the third hour of the day, nine o'clock in the morning. Drunkenness is an illustration of what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Now, I think we need to understand something about drunkenness for a moment in order to understand the filling of the Spirit. You know, people react differently when they're drunk. I've observed this. Having never been drunk myself, I've had to observe others. And I've noticed a few things. For instance, there are the freak-out types, you know, who just really go topsy-turvy, you know, they're just really weird. I mean, they're flipping out in their Joy Bells time, you know, and they hear the ringing. And there are people like that. They get drunk and they just go crazy. And a lot of people think that that's the point of the illustration. So when you're filled with the Holy Spirit, you're kind of obnoxious and different and really weird. But I remind you, there are other people who are drunk that absolutely can't do anything in their condition. And I've seen plenty of those kinds. People who are so drunk, they can't do a blooming thing. They're absolutely dominated by that drink. They're exhausted by it, and many of them lie and sleep it off with no other way to react. There are some who become very hostile, others who become very depressed, some who become kind of slap-happy. Emotions run differently in people and the way alcohol affects it. Really, you could not go to one person and decide that's what it means to be filled with the Spirit. The general conclusion that we should draw from the illustration in everybody's life is that an outside force, namely alcohol, is beginning to control the person's normal reactions. Frequently an alcoholic, when he becomes sober, is embarrassed over what he did when he was drunk. But when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, an outside force, namely the Holy Spirit, is controlling your life so that your normal reactions are different. Where you once blew your stack, you are now controlled. Where you once had no patience, you have it. Where you once had no peace, it's there. Where you had no joy, it's there. Where you had no love, it's there. Because the Holy Spirit of God is controlling you, just like liquor does. Walk by means of the Spirit. The Bible says in Galatians 5:16, And you will not carry out the lust of the flesh. Obviously, people who are Spirit-filled are also known by self-control. They are not letting their lust dominate and control their life. Walk by means of the Holy Spirit and you will not carry them out. We definitely need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. There's a third thing that we should observe about this illustration, and that is that it's a command for the believer that reflects a continual practice in his life. I think some of us have a mistaken idea about the filling. You hear it in Christian vocabulary all the time. For instance, somebody gets up to sing a song, Lord, fill me now. My normal reaction to that is, I certainly hope you've been filled up until this point as well as now. Or you're going to preach now, Lord, fill me now with your Holy Spirit. Now just a minute. Sometimes we foster the view that the purpose and ministry of the filling of the Holy Spirit is only for some special act of ministry or service, and that is not true. It is a continuous process in the original language. Be constantly filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit. It's not an option for a few super saints, it is the normal Christian life. It is a command, it's not a suggestion. God wants us to be filled constantly with the Holy Spirit. Whether we're washing dishes or digging ditches or mowing the lawn or playing ball or whatever, we are to be filled constantly by the Holy Spirit of God. It's the number one need among believers so that we will react the way God wants us to and we'll become Christ-like and attractive to the non-believing world. They'll look at us and say, man, there's only one way that that person could react like that, and that is if Christ was controlling his life. We need to be filled with the Holy Spirit of God constantly, every day in our lives. It ought to be abnormal to not be filled, to not be controlled. It ought to be different. Every one of us ought to experience this daily. The question is, how do you know when you are? I wish I had a neat little package, but frankly, Paul here does a better job than I could design any kind of formula or package to demonstrate it. He really tells us that there are four things involved, which really we would call the results of a Spirit-filled life. How do you really know that the Holy Spirit of God is controlling you? And He really gives you four ways of knowing. As a matter of fact, if you'll take a look at your Bible again, I want to show you something. In verse 18, it says, be filled. That's a command. In verse 19, we have a participle saying, speaking. We have another one, singing and making melody. We have another one in verse 20, giving thanks. Another one in verse 21 that looks like a command in English, be subject, but it's simply a participle, being subject to one another. There are four ideas all flowing off the main verb, the main command to be filled with the Spirit. In other words, God really tells you in this passage what it means to be filled. I remember one time hearing a message by a professor from Dallas Theological Seminary on the filling of the Holy Spirit and he made an observation that to me really helped me in my quest to know what it means to be filled. He said, whatever it means, it's all contained in the book of Ephesians. All of a sudden, that opened up my mind, because I frequently, in order to explain the filling of the Holy Spirit to people, I would go from passage to passage to passage, gleaning all these good scriptures, putting them together, and hopefully trying to tell people what it meant to be controlled. But you see, when the New Testament was written, here's a scroll of Ephesians, and it's sent to probably a group of churches, maybe headed up by Ephesus. maybe the seven churches of Revelation, which are mentioned in the book of Revelation, chapter 2 and 3, maybe then, but at least to the church at Ephesus. And this letter, whatever it said, should contain the total truth. Can you imagine God telling the Christians, be filled with the Spirit, but don't forget to check scroll 2 and 3 for further information. No, I don't think he did that. Whatever it means, it's right here in the text. So what does it mean to be filled? You really understand it by four results. They're very simple. But when you break it down, this is what the Christian life is all about. When all the smoke clears, it's our relationships, one with another and to the Lord, that are affected by the control of the Spirit. Number one is positive communication with other believers. Positive Communication with other believers. I couldn't help but notice the striking difference of verse 19 with what he just said at the end of chapter 4. If you flip over in your Bible and look at chapter 4, verse 25, it says, Lay aside falsehoods, speak truth, be angry yet do not sin. Don't give the devil an opportunity. Verse 29, Don't let any unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only that which is good for edifying according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear. Don't grieve the Holy Spirit. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. What's he talking about? He's talking about the mouth. How little we reflect the filling of the Holy Spirit and the way we talk with each other. Those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit are known as people who build up and encourage. They don't tear down. They don't cut and slam and dig at people. In fact, in chapter 5, I read in verse 4, There must be no filthiness and silly talk or coarse jesting, which is ripping people apart, tearing them down, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. How easy we can justify it in the fact that, well, everybody else does that. But that's not the way God's Spirit works. God's Spirit leads to positive communication, speaking to one another, reciprocal speaking, with psalms, hymns, spiritual psalms. Whether they're sung or not is beside the point, because many of those friends are just written and we now enjoy them as we read the psalms. The point is that the instruction we give to one another is positive and encouraging and draws our hearts to the Lord and we praise Him and we honor Him. What is our communication like? Husbands, wives, parents, and children. What is it like? Friends. How do we talk to each other? Are we really filled with the Holy Spirit or do we have bad mouths? Constantly bitter and critical, throwing out our garbage and everybody we can. According to God's Word, when the filling of the Spirit is there, there will be a difference in communication. And secondly, the second part of Sipple tells us there will be inward joyfulness toward the Lord. Notice it says singing and making melody, not out loud and in microphones. As wonderful as that is, some examples we've heard tonight. But this is something every believer can participate in. Aren't you glad, those of you who can't carry a tune, that the Lord said, make a joyful noise unto the Lord? Psalm 1 verse 1. I've always thought that's an encouragement to those that are kind of blah and singing, you know, never really can put it together. Make a joyful noise, God says. And here, under the filling of the Spirit, He says, singing and making melody in your heart. to the Lord, regardless of whether anybody else hears you. And I ask you, as I ask myself, are we filled with the Holy Spirit? Is that inward joy there, or are we griping and complaining about things, how they're turning out? Are our homes filled with hostility and bitterness and anger, or is the joy of God there? You know, joy, The very Greek word translated joy or joyfulness is the opposite of the English word happiness. A lot of people don't know that. Everybody wants to be happy. But you know happiness comes from an Anglo-Saxon word, happenstance, meaning that you're only happy if everything's going all right. It's dependent upon circumstances, but not God's joy. God's joy is inside no matter what is happening. If your whole world is crashing, if there's a storm around you, nothing's going right. God's joy is there. You sing and make melody, and I love to say this phrase, it's like smelling the flowers when you leave in the morning. Somehow everything seems brighter and newer, though everything's collapsing around you and you've got a dozen problems to face inwardly in your heart. There is the joy of God. And frankly, you don't have to share it with a single person, but it will pour out. But you don't really have to. It's in your heart and it's toward the Lord. When you get in the private place, alone with God, when no one else knows you're there, when you are alone with God, ask yourself, is the joy of God in my heart, just being with my Lord? This is making melody in your hearts to the Lord Himself. And third, there's a matter of constant thanksgiving toward all things that are happening. Verse 20 says, Always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father. This afternoon I read a book which I really recommend to you. It's a simple book. I met this couple just about a month ago when I spoke up at Hume Lake at a couple's conference. Their name is John and Judy Messner. And Judy wrote a book. She never wrote a book in her life. She doesn't have a great education either, but she wrote a book telling of the story of how she and her husband came to know Christ. For a long, long time, she was a Christian, her husband wasn't, and she did everything she could to win him to Christ, making a mess of it, of course. He eventually left home and so forth. But God brought this couple back together, and the many amusing and funny things in that book about how God was bringing this man to Christ really caught my attention, but one thing struck me. After he had made his decision, she noticed that nothing really spectacular had changed. He had received Christ, but their home still had problems, still had conflicts, and he was still upset. But somewhere along the line, he finally got a hold of what it was to be filled with the Holy Spirit. And she didn't really know that it happened to him, but what happened was they were out in a park camping. And it was very hot. In fact, she says it was 126 degrees. I don't know where in the world that park is, but who wants to go there, right? She said it was 126. There were bugs. They were so miserable. They got to the park at 11 o'clock at night. She knew her husband, her brand new baby believer, was going to just blow his stack and make a miserable wreck of their whole vacation. It was 11 o'clock at night. He said, I don't think we should really stay here. She couldn't believe how calmly he said it, but she was fearful of what was coming next. She said, Well, why don't we go find a motel somewhere? And he said, Good idea. So they got in the car to go to a motel. When they got to the motel, it's an incredible story. In fact, if I hadn't have read it this afternoon, I wouldn't believe it. The guy gets in the motel and he had his boat on the top of his trailer and he hit his brakes a little bit too hard and the boat went off and crashed through a room in the motel. It was incredible. Plus the trailer had jackknifed somehow and made a mess of that and destroyed his hitch. Then somebody backed into his car. You know, she couldn't believe what was happening to him and she just sat there trembling with fear. And he turned around after this whole thing has collapsed and he cracked up laughing and he said, Praise God. She said, I knew then that he was filled with the Spirit. You know, that's really what it's about, isn't it? When we learn to give thanks in all things, no matter what happens, thank the Lord. Lord, I thank you. You know best. You know why you're allowing this to happen in my life, and I praise you for it. That is one of the clearest evidences that we are filled with the Holy Spirit of God. The fourth thing is not so easy, not that any of these are. But according to verse 21, there's a matter of continual submission to one another. He says, being constantly subject or submitted to one another in the fear of Christ. In other words, the reason I'm submissive is because I'm honoring the Lord, who's asked me to be submissive. You're His child, and I'm really supposed to be submissive to Him, so it's in the fear of Christ that I'm submissive to you. And then he gives illustrations of it. We're not going to deal with those, I just want to mention them. Would you notice verse 22, wives be subject to your own husbands. The word subject isn't there, it's in italics. It just says wives to husbands. And then really verse 25 is husbands back to wives, only this time he puts the word love in there. In chapter 6, verse 1, it's the children obey your parents. So it's children to parents, and then he switches it back in verse 4 as he got to father. acting properly towards his child. And then in verse 5, it's slaves to the masters, and then when you get to verse 9, it's masters back to the slaves. In other words, in every situation, business, employee-employer relationships, the home, family, wherever, there's to be a constant evidence of submission, notice, to one another. Sometimes hard for husbands and wives to believe that. when they know husbands are to be leaders in their home. And wives are to submit, but in what sense are husbands to submit to wives? If we are filled with the Holy Spirit, that will be true? We understand children are to submit to parents, but what is it when it says that parents are to submit back to the children in the way they even handle those children in bringing them up in the Lord? We understand employees should submit to bosses, but what is it when the boss is warned by God about his treatment of the employee and how he submits it to him? Submission is what characterized our Lord so beautifully in the Garden of Gethsemane. When he praying, and the Bible says, Sweat drops like it were blood. He said, Not my will, but thine be done. An incredible statement of submission. You and I, if we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we'll be submissive. We'll not be insisting on our own rights, always wanting our own way, not being domineering. The Bible says we will be submissive, servant to all, ready to serve. People who are controlled by the Spirit are those who say, Lord, I want your will no matter where it takes me. With the exception of Afghanistan. No, nothing like that. Or Lord, I want your will, and I've always liked Hawaii. You know, don't put any conditions on it. It's submission, period, to whatever God wants in your life. Are you filled with the Spirit? Will you do anything God wants you to do? What if he wants you to be a preacher? Perry's the thought. Imagine that. What if he wants you to be a truck driver for the glory of God and establish a worldwide network of Great Commission CB work? Who knows? What if he wants you to just be you? He wants you to be controlled by His Holy Spirit. Do you really want that, do you? It's easy to say. Controlled by the Holy Spirit. You know, to simplify it, I realized in my own life, and I share this with you, that when all the smoke clears again, when everybody's done talking about it, you know there's only one thing that's standing in the way? It's sin. sin grieves the Holy Spirit and quenches his marvelous Ministry in my life and yours you don't have to worry about the Holy Spirit's work he's God and he's going to do in our lives what he knows needs to be done but there's one thing that grieves him and quenches him and stops him and that's sin whether it be an attitude and a word and deed whatever it is be filled with the Holy Spirit let's pray Father, we thank you for your word. We rejoice in it, we praise you for it, for therein contains the answer to the needs of our heart and life. We could stack a lot of problems up here before you, Lord, from everybody's life here. and there are a lot of needs some people's lives have been busted up pretty bad and a lot of broken hearts and people are hurting and Lord we don't want to be simplistic but it seems to us that the filling of your Holy Spirit would really solve a lot of problems that we need to be controlled by your mighty Spirit And Father, I know that some people in our audience who've come to this meeting cannot enjoy the filling of Your Spirit because the Spirit of God has never taken up His residency in their hearts. They've never been born again of the Spirit. Maybe they have information about Jesus, but they've not settled that issue of where they're going to spend eternity. And I pray, Lord, that by Your Holy Spirit, You would draw them to the Lord Jesus. Perhaps there are parents here who love their children, want their children to be what You want them to be, and yet in their own hearts have never made that commitment to You. God help them to respond to Your lovely Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

